
Public Weighs In On Growth Plan
Slater-Price Encourages
Citizen Input On
General Plan 2020

AA
Dec. 8 hearing has been set for
the Board of Supervisors to
receive additional input on the
long-term planning documents

known as GP 2020, which guides future
growth in the unincorporated regions of San
Diego County.

More than 300 people have already ex-
pressed their opinions and concerns on the
plans in two hearings held in October and
November.

“It is important that each and every per-
son, no matter what their opinion, has an

opportunity to voice their position,” explains
Chairwoman Pam Slater-Price. “This is a
very important, very comprehensive review
of the plan that will determine what the
future of San Diego County will be.

“I want to ensure that every stakeholder
walking away from this process knows with-
out doubt that their questions will be
answered, that their concerns are being hon-
estly examined, and that transparency was
paramount.”

In the next 40 years, projections for San
Diego’s backcountry predict another
700,000 residents, a 40 percent increase from
today. Most of this growth comes from
changes in the birth vs. death rate and fami-
ly migration.

Follow this story on the back page under
“SD 2020”
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CChhaaiirrwwoommaann  PPaamm  SSllaatteerr--PPrriiccee  jjooiinneedd  hheerr  ccoolllleeaagguueess
aanndd  SShheerriiffff  BBiillll  GGoorree  ((lleefftt))    ttoo  cceelleebbrraattee  tthhee  ooppeenniinngg  ooff
ttwwoo  nneeww  bbuuiillddiinnggss  oonn  tthhee  CCoouunnttyy  OOppeerraattiioonnss  CCeenntteerr
ccaammppuuss  iinn  KKeeaarrnneeyy  MMeessaa..  IInn  hheerr  rreemmaarrkkss,,  CChhaaiirrwwoommaann
SSllaatteerr--PPrriiccee  ((rriigghhtt))  nnootteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ccoouunnttyy  hhaass  rreeaalliizzeedd
ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ssaavviinnggss  bbyy  ppaayyiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  iinn  ccaasshh

rraatthheerr  tthhaann  bbyy  ffiinnaanncciinngg  iitt,,  aavvooiiddiinngg  iinntteerreesstt  ppaayymmeennttss..
““PPrruuddeenntt  ssaavviinngg  hhaass  ccrreeaatteedd  jjoobbss  aanndd  hhaass  mmaaddee  cceerrttaaiinn
tthhaatt  ffuuttuurree  ggeenneerraattiioonnss  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  bbuurrddeenneedd  wwiitthh
ddeebbtt,,””  CChhaaiirr  wwoommaann  SSllaatteerr--PPrriiccee  ssaaiidd..  ““TThhiiss  iiss  aa  ccoosstt  ssaavv--
iinnggss  ttoo  tthhee  ttaaxxppaayyeerrss..””

SD County Is
A Trendsetter
AA

dvocated by Chair wo man Pam
Slater-Price as part of  her
healthy lifestyle campaign, the

County of  San Diego is positioned to
become the nation’s first “Let’s Move
County!” as recognized by the White
House.

“We really need to reverse the soci-
etal trends that are impacting public
health, such as childhood obesity,” says
Chairwoman Slater-Price.

Follow this story on the back page
under “Let’s Move!”
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Focusing On Homelessness, Mental Illness
MM

ental illness is a major cause
of  homelessness. There are
about 8,500 homeless peo-

ple in the San Diego region; about
one in four suffer from a mental dis-
order. Often, people with mental ill-
ness face discrimination when look-
ing for a place to live.
Understanding that a stable place to
live is the first step to recovery from
a mental disorder, the San Diego
County Health and Human Services
Agency launched, “Housing Mat -
ters,” an education campaign to
erase stigma and housing discrimi-
nation against people with a mental
illness.
Studies show that a chronically
homeless individual could annually
use as much as $42,000 in public
services and emergency care. In
sup portive housing, the cost for
treating that individual drops to
about $16,000 or less. For more
information on Housing Matters,
visit www.HousingMattersSD.org.

DDooccttoorr  JJooiinnss  HHeeaalltthh  AAggeennccyy

DD r. Eric C. McDonald is the
new deputy public health offi-

cer for San Diego County. He
served 24 years on active duty in the
U.S. Navy, including two combat
tours in Operation Iraqi Freedom.
His last military assignment was at
Camp Pendleton, where he super-
vised primary and preventive care
for 25,000 Marines and sailors. 
Dr. McDonald earned a bachelor’s
degree from Williams College in
1981 and his Medical Degree from
the Uniformed Services University
of  the Health Sciences in 1985. He
conducted research in traumatic
brain injury through the Defense
and Veterans Brain Injury Center
and is a consultant on the medical
effects of  chemical and biological
weapons.

CCoouunnttyy  CCoouunnsseell  CChhoosseenn

AAveteran attorney from the
Office of  County Counsel is

suc ceeding outgoing County Counsel
John Sansone when Sansone retires
in January. Thomas Montgomery,
who joined the county’s legal team in
1984, became Chief  Deputy in 2000
and has served as Assistant County
Counsel since 2003, has been named
County Counsel.

“The county counsel attorneys are
tops in the state and they have the
record to prove it,” Chairwoman
Pam Slater-Price said. “Tom Mont -
gomery has played a key role in that
success.”
Montgomery graduated from the
Uni versity of  San Diego School of
Law in 1983.

LLeeaadd  PPooiissoonniinngg  CCaasseess  DDrroopp

TThe County of  San Diego has
recorded a dramatic drop in the

number of  children suffering from
severe lead poisoning due to a com-
prehensive effort to provide servic-
es earlier to victims and to eliminate
sources of  lead exposure.
In 2004, when the prevention pro-
gram began, 54 children were found
to have elevated blood lead levels
(15 micrograms or more of  lead per
deciliter of  blood). That number
plummeted to 21 in 2009; a 61 per-
cent drop.
The only sure way to know a child is
lead poisoned is to have the child
tested. More than 49,000 children in
San Diego County were tested in
2009.

The Official Shel Dorf Fan Club and Entourage bestowed “Friends of Fandom” awards to the Board of Supervisors to recip-
rocate the board’s formal recognition of Dorf, who founded the popular San Diego Comic-Con Int.l event. “Comic-Con
started small and has grown into an international attraction,” Chairwoman Pam Slater-Price said. “I appreciate Comic-Con’s
contribution to our local economy and the excitement that the event brings to town.” Honored were, from left, fan club
member William Clausen; Supervisor Greg Cox; Chairwoman Slater-Price; fan club member Greg Koudoulian; Supervisor
Dianne Jacob; Supervisor Ron Roberts; Vice Chairman Bill Horn.
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EE
ach month finds Chairwoman Pam
Slater-Price out and about the Third
Supervisoral District, where she meets
with constituents, visits with various

non-profit groups and governmental bodies,
and presents county proclamations honoring
significant achievements.

“I look forward to the time spent in the dis-
trict,” she explains, “as it allows me to hear from
constituents. I want to know their concerns and
suggestions for making the County of San Diego
a better place to live and to do business. These
helpful tips often prove to be very beneficial.
The sharing of ideas is one way the County of
San Diego maintains its deserved reputation for
being a well-run, fiscally prudent municipality.”
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““DDEEMMAA
rreepprreesseennttss
wwhhaatt  aa
nnoonn--pprrooffiitt
oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn
sshhoouulldd  bbee..
EEnncciinniittaass  iiss
lluucckkyy  ttoo
hhaavvee  tthheemm..””

--  CChhaaiirrwwoommaann
PPaamm  SSllaatteerr--PPrriiccee

FYI
Downtown
Encinitas
MainStreet
Association
818 S. Coast Hwy.
Encinitas CA 92024
(760) 943-1950
www.encinitas101.com

Woman’s Club

of Escondido
751 N. Rose St.
Escondido, 92027
(760) 743-9178

Meetings are the
first Monday of
each month.

Out And About In The Third Supervisoral District 

CChhaaiirrwwoommaann  PPaamm  SSllaatteerr--PPrriiccee  ((lleefftt))  hhoonnoorrss  DDoouugg  JJoonneess  wwiitthh  aa  ccoouunnttyy
pprrooccllaammaattiioonn  rreeccooggnniizziinngg  hhiiss  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  bbrriinngg  mmoorree  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  ddoowwnnttoowwnn
EEnncciinniittaass  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ““EEnncciinniittaass  CCllaassssiicc  CCaarr  NNiigghhttss””  pprroommoottiioonn..  TThhee  eeffffoorrtt
wwaass  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  pprroommoottiioonnaall  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ccoooorrddiinnaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  DDoowwnnttoowwnn
EEnncciinniittaass  MMaaiinnSSttrreeeett  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ((DDEEMMAA)),,  aa  nnoonn--pprrooffiitt  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn..  TThhee
nneeww  DDEEMMAA  bbooaarrdd  ooff  ddiirreeccttoorrss  ((aabboovvee))  wwaass  sswwoorrnn  iinn  dduurriinngg  tthhee  aannnnuuaall
aawwaarrddss  mmeeeettiinngg..  ““DDEEMMAA  rreepprreesseennttss  wwhhaatt  aa  nnoonn--pprrooffiitt  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  sshhoouulldd
bbee,,””  eexxppllaaiinnss  CChhaaiirrwwoommaann  SSllaatteerr--PPrriiccee..  ““IItt  sseerrvveess  iittss  mmeemmbbeerrss  bbyy  eennccoouurraagg--
iinngg  bbuussiinneessss  eexxppaannssiioonn  aanndd  ttoouurriissmm  aalloonngg  tthhee  ddoowwnnttoowwnn  ccoorrrriiddoorr..  DDEEMMAA’’ss
vvoolluunntteeeerr  ddiirreeccttoorrss  aarree  hhaarrdd  wwoorrkkiinngg  aanndd  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  ttoo  tthhee  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  mmaakk--
iinngg  ddoowwnnttoowwnn  EEnncciinniittaass  aa  vviibbrraanntt  ppllaaccee  ttoo  sshhoopp  aanndd  ddiinnee..””  AAmmoonngg  iittss  vvaarrii--
oouuss  pprroommoottiioonnss,,  DDEEMMAA  rruunnss  tthhee  ttwwoo  aannnnuuaall  ssttrreeeett  ffeessttiivvaallss  tthhaatt  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee
iinn  sspprriinngg  aanndd  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  DDeecceemmbbeerr  hhoolliiddaayyss..

CChhaaiirrwwoommaann  PPaamm  SSllaatteerr--PPrriiccee  aawwaarrddss  aa  ccoouunnttyy  pprrooccllaammaattiioonn  ttoo  CCiittyy
ooff  EEnncciinniittaass  EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg  SSeerrvviicceess  DDiirreeccttoorr  PPeetteerr  CCoottaa--RRoobblleess  ((lleefftt))
aanndd  PPuubblliicc  WWoorrkkss  DDiirreeccttoorr  LLaarrrryy  WWaatttt..  BBootthh  ddeeppaarrttmmeennttss  rreecceeiivveedd
aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  PPuubblliicc  WWoorrkkss  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn,,  bbeeccoomm--
iinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ssuucchh  ddeeppaarrttmmeennttss  iinn  SSoouutthheerrnn  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  tthhee
rriiggoorroouuss  aaccccrreeddiittaattiioonn  pprroocceessss..  WWaatttt  iiss  aa  ffoorrmmeerr  ppuubblliicc  wwoorrkkss  mmaannaagg--
eerr  ffoorr  tthhee  CCoouunnttyy  ooff  SSaann  DDiieeggoo..

VViivviiaann  DDooeerriinngg,,
ffoorrmmeerr  pprreessiiddeenntt
ooff  tthhee  WWoommaann’’ss

CClluubb  ooff  EEssccoonnddiiddoo,,
ddiissppllaayyss  tthhee

pprroocc  llaa  mmaattiioonn  ffrroomm
CChhaaiirrwwoommaann

PPaamm  SSllaatteerr--PPrriiccee
hhoonnoorriinngg  tthhee
cclluubb’’ss  110000tthh

aannnniivveerrssaarryy..  ""AAss
lloonngg  aass  wwoommeenn
bbeelliieevvee  iinn  bbeeiinngg
ooff  sseerrvviiccee,,  tthhiiss

oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  wwiillll
ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  eexxiisstt,,""

ssaayyss  DDooeerriinngg..

A MAGNIFICAT MILESTONE
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GP 2020 ...
Following the conclusion of testimony at the Dec. 8 hearing, the

Board of Supervisors will then instruct staff to respond to questions
and concerns raised during the public hearings. Supervisors are
expected to then begin addressing these issues at a February meet-
ing.

“Until all testimony is concluded and staff has researched and
sufficiently answered any questions Supervisors have on the process

or its potential impacts, I will remain diligent, making sure the
process is followed,” explains Chairwoman Slater-Price.

To promote this goal, Chairwoman Slater-Price proposed at the
November meeting that a community-by-community review of
landowner concerns be conducted.

The draft GP 2020 document proposes changes in zoning.

The General Plan also takes into account such varied factors as
water supply, fire risk, hillside slopes, availability of transportation
corridors and environmental concerns.

‘Let’s Move!’ Health Planning
The monetary costs of poor public health is hurting taxpayers,

says Chairwoman Slater-Price. In the past 30 years, childhood obesi-
ty in the United States tripled, according to Chairwoman Slater-Price,
with one in three children in this county either overweight or obese.
This discouraging trend led Chairwoman Slater-Price to introduce
the Childhood Obesity Action Plan in 2006, a guiding strategy that
brought the public and private sectors together to focus on the prob-
lem.

Statistics show that one-third of children born in 2000 or later
will suffer from diabetes during some time in their lives; others will
face chronic diseases such as heart disease, cancers and asthma.

This health crisis is affecting the region today.
“One in three county residents has at least one or more chronic

diseases, with treatment costing $4.6 billion annually,” cites
Chairwoman Slater-Price. “Unfortunately too many residents engage
in unhealthy behaviors. Improving health habits leads to improved
quality of life and results in significant savings to taxpayers.”

The county Health & Human Services Agency analyzed the
prevalence of chronic disease among county residents, as well as the
cost to treat these illnesses. The analysis revealed that in 2007 nearly
11,000 people died from cancer, heart disease, diabetes and lung dis-
ease, the four chronic diseases that caused 57 percent of the deaths
in the region.

The same report showed that by 2020 the number of deaths from
chronic diseases will increase by 36 percent if no changes are made
in risk behaviors.

Another report indicated that treating people with chronic dis-
eases in San Diego County cost $4.6 billion in 2007, including treat-
ment of mental health disorders. Indirect costs - absenteeism and
lost productivity, which typically are about 80 percent of total costs
- were not included in this estimate. (Full reports can be found at
SDHealthStatistics.com)

Designed to encourage positive, long-term sustainable outcomes,
the “Let’s Move!” campaign builds upon four pillars:

• Help parents make healthy family choices.
• Create healthy schools.
• Provide access to healthy and affordable food.
• Promote physical activity.
In supporting the “Let’s Move County!” proposal, the Board of

Supervisors positioned the County of San Diego at the forefront of
the White House campaign while reaffirming its support for a
healthy lifestyle and bringing under control future medical costs that
many healthcare experts predict will be unsustainable or cost-pro-
hibitive.
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